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The Winter Olympic Games are a
younger sibling of the Summer
Olympics. Before they were officially
established, winter sports, such as
hockey and figure skating were
events at the Summer Games.
However, figure skating, ice hockey,
and the skiing events are naturally
associated with the winter aura, so
a decision was made to have sepa-
rate games for winter sports held in
winter time. In 1924, the Interna-
tional Winter Sports Week in
Chamonix, France was later pro-
claimed the first Winter Olympics.
For many years both the Winter and
Summer games took place in the
same calendar year, but starting
with the 1994 Olympics in Lilleham-
mer, the Winter Games were moved
to the alternate even year from the
Summer Olympics.

The list of sports in the Winter
Olympics has changed over time.
The current list includes alpine ski-
ing, biathlon, bobsleigh, cross-
country skiing, curling, figure skat-
ing, freestyle skiing, ice hockey,
luge, Nordic combined, short-track
speed skating, skeleton, ski jump-
ing, showboarding, and speed skat-

ing.

The United States has hosted more
Winter Olympics than any other
country. Lake Placid, New York had
the honor to organize the Games
twice, while Squaw Valley, Califor-
nia and Salt Lake City, Utah each
hosted the event once.

In the year of the Twenty-First
Olympics in Vancouver, Canada,
Zoom in on America looks back on
the four Olympics that took place in

Jill Bakken, front, and Vonetta Flowers of the United States in USA-2, brake in the finish the United States.
area after the first run during the two woman bobsled final at the 2002 Salt Lake City

Winter Olympics in Park City, Utah, in 2002. .




[Lake Placid 1932 ahd 1980

Lake Placid, a village in northeastern New York State situ-
ated on the banks of Mirror Lake and Lake Placid, has twice
been host to the Winter Olympic Games, in 1932 and 1980.
Along with St. Moritz, Switzerland and Innsbruck, Austria, it is
one of only three places to have hosted the Winter Olympic
Games twice.

One of the heroes of the 1932 Olympic Games was American
Edward “Eddie” Eagan. He is
the only person to win a gold
medal at both the Summer
and Winter Olympics. Three
other athletes have won med-
als in both games, but none of
them has won two golds.
Eagan’s first gold came at the
1920 Summer Olympics in
Antwerp, where he won the
heavyweight boxing gold. At
that time he was still in col-
lege, studying law. In Lake
Placid, he won his second
Olympic gold as a member of
a four-man bobsled team. Ea-
gon did not spend the inter-
vening twelve years actively
practicing to accomplish his
double gold medal feat. In
fact, he took up bobsledding
only three weeks before the
Games. In recognition of his
achievement, in 1973, Eagan
was included posthumously
among the first group of
American sportsmen and

round was to be the Soviet team, which had gone unde-
feated in group play outscoring its opponents by a com-
bined total of 51-11. Luck and pluck, however, did not
leave the Americans. In a see-saw first period, the Soviet
team scored two goals, but they were answered each time
by the Americans, including a last minute goal to tie the
game. The second period witnessed an ongoing massive
attack on the American net, but James Craig, the Ameri-
can goalie defended fabu-
lously. For the game, the So-
viets outshot the Americans
39-16. The last part of the
game brought the Americans
a one-goal-lead, but the attack
never ceased. In what was
one of the more emotional
broadcasts of an ice hockey
game, the announcer called
out a countdown of the final
seconds, finishing it with the
words that have become part
of the game itself: “Do you
believe in miracles? YES!”
The match ended United
States 4, the Soviet Union 3.
There was one more game
yet to play to secure the gold
and the American team beat
Finland 4-2, again coming
from behind to win.

The spectacular victories of
the ice hockey team were not
the only great success of the
American athletes in the 1980

sportswomen inducted into the
Olympic Hall of Fame.

One of the greatest surprise
victories in Olympic history hap-
pened at the 1980 Olympics in
Lake Placid. At the height of the Cold War, the American
Olympic hockey team beat the mighty Soviet team in a game
called the Miracle on Ice. Prior to the Games, the Soviet
team, the dominant team in international hockey over the
1970s, was a favorite to win the Olympic gold. The Ameri-
cans had won the Olympic gold in the 1960 Games in Squaw
Valley, but the whole decade of the 1970s belonged to the
Russians. Before Lake Placid nobody gave Americans a
chance of success, not even the team’s coach, the legendary
Herb Brooks. In fact, in a demonstration match before the
Olympics, the American team lost to the Soviet team 10-3.
On top of that, the American team, made up of amateur and
collegiate players, had little experience, but luck and a lot of
determination were with them.

The Americans’ first game against Sweden ended in a 2-2 tie,
when the Americans scored with 27 seconds left after pulling
their goalie for an extra skater. The second match against
Czechoslovakia was a convincing 7-3 victory. After that win,
the Americans won three more games in group play to ad-
vance to the medal round. The toughest game in the prelimi-
naries was against West Germany, but even though the West
German team held the lead for most of the game, the Ameri-
cans managed a 4-2 victory. Their first opponent in the medal

The United States ice hockey team rushes toward goalie Jim
Craig after their 4-3 win over the Soviet Union in the semi-final
round of the XIII Winter Olympic Games in Lake Placid.

Watch "5 Minutes of the Miracle on Ice” on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRALJyv86eY all

Olympic Games in Lake
Placid. Within one week
speedskater Eric Heiden won
five individual gold medals in
speed skating events:

500m, 5,000m, 1,000m,
1,500m, and 10,000m, thus breaking a record in the num-
ber of gold medals won at a single Olympic Games. Inter-
estingly, it was Heiden who, at the opening of the Games,
took the Athlete’s Oath. Later, he traded speed skating for
road cycling, but when he was inducted into the U.S.
Olympic Hall of Fame it was in recognition of his unparal-
leled success in speed skating.

All in all, Lake Placid turned out to be a lucky venue for
American athletes. They won there 14 gold medals in
1932 and 25 in 1980 bringing their Lake Placid total to
thirty-nine gold medals out of the total of 156 gold medals
that they have won in the Winter Olympics. Last but not
least, Lake Placid is remembered as the first Winter
Games (1980) in which artificial snow was used.

U.S. goalie Jim Craig
tends goal against a
Soviet attack during the
USA vs. USSR ice hockey
game in Lake Placid.
(Photos © AP Images)




Squaw Valley 1960

In 1960, twenty-eight years and five Winter Olympic Games after the Winter Olympics
were first held in Lake Placid, the United States hosted the event for the second time.
Squaw Valley in California was the venue of the Eighth Winter Olympics.

The author of the idea, Alexander Cushing, who was creator of the resort and at first
its only inhabitant used a scale-model of his as yet unfinished resort to convince the
Olympic Committee that a place with one chair lift, two rope tows and one hotel would
be the right site for the worlds most important competition in winter sports. Within four
years an Olympic village able to accommodate 750 participants from 30 countries was
built together with speed skating track, ski lifts and a ski jumping hill. The only facility
that was not constructed was a bobsled run as the organizers found it impractical to
invest in a facility that would be used by contestants from just 9 countries.

South Africa made its first and only - for the next thirty-four years - appearance at
Olympic Games. Later, it was banned from Olympic competition until 1994 due to its

apartheid policy.

For the first time in history, the Games had full television coverage (by American TV
network, CBS), and, after a controversy over whether or not one of the skiers had
missed a gate in the men’s slalom, the replay of the moment was shown. The organi-
zation of the opening ceremonies was entrusted to Walt Disney. The Games are re-
membered for introduction of the biathlon and speed skating events for women as well
as for the gold won by the American hockey team, a feat that would have to wait 20
years to be repeated.

Above: Michelle Kwan of the United
States performs during the 2002
Winter Olympic figure skating exhibi-
tion at the Salt Lake Ice Center .

Left: ski jumper

(Photos © AP Images)

Calt Lake City 2002

The most recent time that the Winter Olympic Games were held in the United States was 2002 in Salt Lake City, Utah. The
honor of lighting the Olympic Flame fell to the 1980 U.S. hockey team, gold medal winners in Lake Placid, New York.

The Games started amid concerns over terrorism, since they were held shortly after the terrorist attacks of September 11,

2001. They also suffered from controversies
over bribery scandals related to the selection
of the host city and of judging for the figure
skating competition. In the pairs figure skat-
ing, two gold medals were awarded after the
French judges scores were invalidated be-
cause of the bribery charge.

Fortunately, the Olympic spirit prevailed and
more countries than ever before participated
in the winter games and more took home
gold medals. American athlete Vonetta Flow-
ers (see photo on the first page) was the first
black sportswoman to win a gold medal in
the Winter Olympics. The skeleton event
was reintroduced and women’s bobsleigh
was introduced.

A Ute Indian dancer of Allen Canyon, Utah, per-
forms during a team welcoming ceremony at the
Olympic Village in Salt Lake City.

(Photo © AP Images)




AcCtivity Page

Puck, face OfFf, icing, Kick shot, roughing ...???
Check out the ice hockey glossary of terms at www.momsteam.com/sports/ice-hockey-glossary-of-terms.

Nollie, carve, skidding, jib, sketch ...???

Learn what these expressions mean in the world of snowboarding at www.snowboarding-essentials.com/info/guide/
snowboarding/glossary.html. On this site, you can also find snowboarding basics, information about equipment, and the
history of snowboarding.

Above: Shaun White of the USA won the gold medal in the halfpipe competition

in the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympic Games. (Photo © AP Images)
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(G10SSarY (in order of appearance)

sibling - brother or sister

to proclaim - to announce officially

feat - an accomplishment showing unusual
daring, skill, endurance, etc.
posthumously - after one’s death

to induct - to bring formally into a society or
organization

prior to - before in time

to make up - to put together, compose, form
pluck - courage, fortitude

see-saw - up-and-down or back-and-forth
movement or change

to cease - to stop

all in all - considering everything, as a
whole

rope tow - (here) rope that pulls the skier
uphill

apartheid - the policy of strict racial
segregation and political and economical
discrimination against nonwhites (as was
practiced in South Africa)

to entrust - to assign the care of, to trust

Exercise 1: Speaking

Work with another student. Tell him/
her about your favorite winter sport.
Describe the rules and the equip-
ment needed.

Exercise 2: Writing

Outline a plan of bringing the Winter
Olympic Games to Hungary :-)

List your arguments about how
effectively Hungary could organize
the Games, maybe in cooperation
with our neighboring countries.

Exercise 3: Survey

Do a class survey to find out who
your friends’ favorite athletes are.
Ask them what they know about
their life and achievements. Then
tell the class what you have
learned.

Below: Kelly Clark of the U.S., halfpipe
gold medalist in the 2002 Olympics in
Salt Lake City, takes to the air during
practice on the halfpipe at the Turin
Olympics (Photo © AP Images)
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somebody to complete something
amid - among, in the middle of
controversy - prolonged argument,
especially over social, moral or political
matters
bribery - the act of giving/accepting anything,
especially money, to get/do a favor
scandal - shameful or disgraceful action;
harmful gossip
score - a grade or rating, points
charge - (here) accusation, statement that a
person has done wrong
to prevail - to be victorious; to become
stronger
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