Second-Year English Communication and Composition: American Culture Compare-Contrast Paper and Presentation
Assignment:   This paper will be a longer paper that you write with your group.  Each group will turn in only ONE paper, but you should all have a copy. You will also be giving a group presentation to the class. 

This paper is an informative compare and contrast paper.  Comparison and contrast is one method of developing or organizing an essay.  You use comparison to point out the similarities and-or differences between two subjects, while contrast focuses only on the differences.  Depending on the purpose of your paper, you can do either one.  We will talk more about this in the next class as well.

Try to make your comparison-contrast not just informative, but interesting.  Therefore, pick a topic that interests you.

Here is what you need to do:

1. As a group, pick one aspect of American culture that you can compare and contrast with the same aspect in Bosnian culture.  The topic is entirely up to you.  It can be about anything you are interested in researching that deals with culture (etiquette, television, magazines, education, national sports, humor etc.)
2. Once you decide on your topic, do research to get some information.  
3. Write the paper.  The paper must be written by everyone in the group, NOT just one person. Everyone in the group needs to write a different section.  Your paper should say who wrote what section.  You should look at each other's sections for grammar mistakes as well.  The paper should have all the elements of a paper (introduction, body with more than one paragraph, conclusion, and be informative and well-written).  It needs to be 3 or more pages long.  Even though the paper is being written by everyone, it should sound like one, good, coherent paper. 
4. After the paper is written, work on your presentation.  Everyone in the group needs to present.  Do not just read your paper, but instead focus on main points or examples and discuss them.  You can bring notecards or paper up with you when you present to help you though. Other things to think about: 
· Any kind of visual that you can think of to help make the presentation better, would be great too.
· Anything else that you think is important.
· Presentations should be about 4-7 minutes long. 
· You can be as creative as you want to be with the presentation.  It's up to you.
