REPHRASING

As a way of not just learning new words, but incorporating them into your working vocabulary, it’s important to re-use new words in a variety of ways. Beyond that, by rephrasing what you read – in English rather than merely translating – you strengthen your ability to communicate.

Look at the examples, then rephrase the sentences below. 
Example 1: Some viewers have found Alexander to be an interminable film, but Colin Farrell fans could watch him for hours.

Rephrased: People who watched the movie Alexander thought it went on forever, but people who like watching Colin Farrell enjoyed it a lot.
Example 2: If Peter doesn’t get his afternoon nap, he becomes grumpy and unpleasant.
Rephrased: Peter is hard to be around unless he manages to sleep a bit every afternoon.
1. Going for a swim or resting in a cool room can make living in a tropical climate more bearable.
Rephrased:

2. Restaurants serving authentic Mexican cuisine are scarce in Hungary.

Rephrased:

3. When he first ran for President, George W. Bush promised to be compassionate, but it seems that he has morphed into someone who cares little for the needy.

Rephrased:

4. When did a market economy begin to take root in this country?

Rephrased:

5. It’s impractical to ride public transit to the airport if you have a great deal of luggage; in that case it’s better to call a cab.

Rephrased:

6. Bill Clinton was accused of linguistic contortions in his attempts to explain the nature of his relations with Monica Lewinsky.

Rephrased:

7. Is loyalty to family an ingrained characteristic of the Hungarian people?

Rephrased:

8. Many hope that President Bush will veer more towards the political center in his second term, but he will probably continue to please his more conservative base.

Rephrased:

