First-Year English Communication and Composition:  Song Paper and Presentation
Assignment:   This paper will be a longer paper that you write with your group.  Each group will turn in only ONE paper, but you should all have a copy. You will also be giving a group presentation to the class. 

Here is what you need to do:

1. As a group, pick a song from an American band or individual artist.  Example:  Madonna's Ray of Light.  Please do not pick a song that is offensive or has too much swearing. 
2. Decide as a group what you want to include in the paper to inform your audience about the song and artist.  Possible topics include:  

· The background of the artist, connection to the song

· The song's role within the album

· The song's relationship with American popular culture

· The time period of the song

· An analysis of the songs lyrics:  What is the song about?  How can you tell? Etc. 
3. Once you decide what to include, do research on the song and artist or band to get some information about them.  
4. Write the paper.  The paper must be written by everyone in the group, NOT just one person. Everyone in the group needs to write a different section.  Your paper should say who wrote what section.  You should look at each other's sections for grammar mistakes as well.  The paper should have all the elements of a paper (introduction, body with more than one paragraph, conclusion).  It needs to be 3 or more pages long.
5. After the paper is written, work on your presentation.  Everyone in the group needs to present.  The presentation should cover the following:
· The main points of the paper
· What the song is and what it is about
· Who the artist or band is and what their background is
· Any kind of visual that you can think of to help make the presentation better, would be great too.
· Bring the song on cd or tape to play part of it for the class, if possible.
· Anything else that you think is important.
· Presentations should be about 4-7 minutes long. 
Remember, presentations and papers are part of your grade.  Have fun with this assignment, but work hard on it too.  
