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         Final Exam, Teaching Skills

June 14-16, 2005




          Version C
YOU HAVE TWO (2) HOURS FOR THIS EXAM. THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 20 POSSIBLE POINTS. READ ALL QUESTIONS CAREFULLY AND ANSWER THEM. QUALITY WILL BE REWARDED, NOT QUANTITY (JUST ANSWER THE QUESTIONS GIVEN). 

1. It is your first day teaching English to a large class of nine-year-olds. What are 4 strategies you can use to manage the classroom and keep control effectively? (2 points)

2. Based on your experience as a teacher and/or student, discuss one common disciplinary method that you think is ineffective. Explain why you dislike this method and what you would do instead. (2 points)

3. What are some advantages of requiring language learners to complete self-directed projects? (1 point)

4. What are some examples of self-directed projects you could recommend to high school students here in Albania? (Give 3-4 examples). (2 points)

5. How can a teacher encourage parent involvement (Give 3-4 examples) (1 point)

6. Can a final examination be student-centered? In what ways was the process of creating this examination a student-centered activity? In what ways was it teacher-centered? Discuss the differences. (2 points)
7. Lesson Plan. (10 possible points)


You are teaching English to a high school class of 45 students of different levels:


10 are beginners, 15 are intermediate, 15 are advanced.


Design one hour of instruction involving a whole-class warm-up, a mixed-ability 
pair activity, and a similar-ability group activity. Describe the activities and 
explain how they will meet the needs of all learners in your multi-level class. 


(Hint: Choose a simple overall theme for the class such as shopping).
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1. Explain Kathleen Graves’  metaphor of cooking roast beef. (1 point)

2. Give 5 characteristics of autonomous learners. (1 point) 

3. Read the case study below and describe the beliefs and assumptions you think this teacher has about how to teach listening skills (2 points)


“Ralph had his first-year Spanish students spend 5-10 minutes listening to 
recorded Spanish in various forms such as poems, news, and weather broadcasts, 
songs, short conversations, and soap opera dialogues. He didn’t require that they 
do anything other than just relax and ‘take it in.’ He will continue to do this 
throughout the course. On the first day… students listened to tapes of various 
languages and were asked to detect Spanish and discuss how they were able to 
identify it.” Adapted from Conley, B. (1993). Using case studies in teacher 

education. In D. Freeman, with S. Cornwall (eds.) New ways in teacher 


education. Alexandria, VA: TESOL.
4. Give an example of a way you could use a case study activity in a high school class (1 point)
5. What is the difference between controlled and open-ended language output? Give examples of activities requiring each of these. (1 point)
6. When you get to this question, raise your hand. You will be given a photo, short writing, or other material. Describe your material briefly here: 

Design a communicative activity using this material that will integrate reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Describe your plan and explain what your main considerations were in its design. (4 points)
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1. Explain what happened in Kathleen Graves’ beginning Chinese class and how it made her re-examine her teaching beliefs. (1 point)

2. Give 5 ways a teacher can develop responsible attitudes in learners (1 point) 

3. Read the case study below and describe the beliefs and assumptions you think this teacher has about how to teach listening skills (2 points)


In Jan’s French II class, she gives dictations every Friday, “select[ing] a passage 
at random from their text and sometimes from a French newspaper. The dictation 
usually takes almost the whole 40-minute class period. She doesn’t grade them 
until a week or two later…”Adapted from Conley, B. (1993). Using case studies
 
in teacher education. In D. Freeman, with S. Cornwall (eds.) New ways in teacher 

education. Alexandria, VA: TESOL.

4. Give an example of a way you could use a case study activity in a high school class (1 point)

5. A motivated, good student suddenly becomes disruptive and inattentive in class but continues to score well on tests because of her superior language abilities. What are some effective ways to handle this discipline problem, according to Magdalena Sulich? (1 point)
6. When you get to this question, raise your hand. You will be given a photo, short writing, or other material. Describe your material briefly here: 

Design a communicative activity using this material that will integrate reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Describe your plan and explain what your main considerations were in its design. (4 points)

