EMEASEY OOF THE LIMITEL} STATES

&7 BUDAPEST-NEWSLETTE

LTI

Recentlfy at tﬁe £m6as-$y November 2008

NEWS OF THE MONTH: TRAVEL ON THE VISA WAIVER PROGRAM

In August 2007 President Bush signed into law a new Visa Waiver Program. The new program set out
criteria for Hungary and the U.S. to complete that brought an end to visa interviews for the most
popular and heavily requested tourist and business visas to the U.S. The most important of these
criteria — an agreement on the sharing of terrorist screening information between the U.S. and
Hungary — was signed by Ambassador Foley and Hungarian Secret Services Minister Szilvasy on May
20, 2008. President Bush had stated his desire that all other criteria be completed by the end of his
tenure in office in January 2009. In the end, this happened two months earlier. On November 17th
Hungarians started to travel to the U.S. without visas, and a long standing bilateral irritant was
eliminated.

Web Forum on the Visa Waiver Program

The Embassy organized a Hungarian language web forum on the Visa Waiver Program and the Electronic
System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) on November 13. Embassy Consular Section Chief Thomas
Ramsey answered general and specific questions about the requirements for travel under the Visa

Waiver Program and the ESTA system. We invite you to review the questions and answers at
http://forum.usembassy.hu. More information on the Visa Waiver Program»p

Ambassador Foley Commemorates Jewish Victims of the 1956 Revolution
On November 20, Ambassador Foley attended the commemoration ceremony for the
Jewish victims of the 1956 revolution in the Dohany street Synagogue. The event was

organized by the Confederation of the Jewish Communities in Hungary (MAZSIHISZ)
and the Association of Freedom Fighters 1956. Following remarks by Member of
Parliament Imre Mécs and Rabbi Tamas Réna, Ambassador Foley, in keeping with an old
Jewish tradition, placed a pebble at the victims’ memorial plaque.

Daniel Pearl Commemoration Promotes Tolerance

On November 17, Ambassador Foley hosted a concert in cooperation with the Israeli
Embassy to support the Daniel Pearl World Music Days program. In a well-received
performance featuring a diversity of spiritual and secular music, the Israeli Alei Gefen

Choir sang for an audience representing Hungarian minority and human rights
organizations. Morep

Ambassador Foley in Debrecen

On November 13, Ambassador Foley spoke to more than a hundred
students at the University of Debrecen about the history-making U.S.
elections. Following her discussion, Ambassador Foley presented the
university with a large collection of American Studies books.

During her visit, Ambassador Foley discussed economic and political issues
with Mayor Lajos Késa, spoke about women’s empowerment at the
American Corner, and paid a visit to the Debrecen Jewish community to

denounce violence and intolerance in the wake of a recent attack against the Jewish community there.
Morebp Ambassador Foley's remarks at the Jewish Religious Community »
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President S6lyom Honors a Distinguished Hungarian-American

On November 12, at the Sandor Palace, President of the Hungarian Republic
Laszl6 Sélyom presented a state award, the Hungarian Republic's Order of
Merit, Middle Cross with a Star, to former New York State Governor George
Pataki for helping to preserve the identity of ethnic Hungarians in the U.S.
Also present at the awards ceremony were Ambassador April Foley, Foreign
Minister Kinga Géncz and Fidesz leader Viktor Orban.

Morep

Development and Progress in Afghanistan

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Officer currently
in Baghlan, Afghanistan, Angelina Allen-Mpyisi, and U.S. Embassy
Budapest Officer, Richard Jao, who worked in Kabul, Afghanistan for the
first half of 2008 spoke about Afghanistan’'s development and progress in
Pécs and Eger organized by the American Corners. More»

Ambassador Foley Speaks out on the Need for Tolerance
Ambassador Foley joined British Ambassador Greg Dorey, European
Member of Parliament Katalin Lévai and many others to kick-off the Roma
Law Enforcement Campaign in Budapest on November 11. The event
marked the beginning of a nationwide campaign to improve the public
perception of the Roma community and create positive role models for
Roma youth. The campaign will use billboards, posters, and pamphlets
bearing images of Roma police officers and captions inspiring children to
follow their dreams. Morep Ambassador Foley's remarksp»

U.S. Opera Carries Message of Tolerance at Szeged Premiere

On November 9, Cultural Attache Carolyn Glassman traveled to the city of Szeged to
present the DiCapo Opera Theater with the Ambassador’s Award for Cultural
Diplomacy. The New York-based opera company performed the Hungarian premiere of
Robert Ward’s "The Crucible" as part of the 1st Annual Szeged Opera Competition, a
multinational competition with performances broadcast throughout Europe on Mezzo
Television. Morep

U.S. Embassy Hosts Trade Mission from Ohio

On November 6 and 7, the U.S. Embassy’s Commercial Service hosted three
companies from the State of Ohio as part of a trade mission to Hungary. They traveled
to Budapest to meet with key Hungarian government and corporate contacts to discuss
potential business opportunities and partnerships. Ambassador April Foley, an Ohio
native, proposed the trade mission during a business development trip to Cleveland,
Ohio in February of this year. Morep

Celebration of Democracy - U.S. Election Night Party 2008

The American Chamber of Commerce in Hungary and the U.S. Embassy
sponsored an election night party to observe the U.S. Presidential,
Congressional and Gubernatorial races on November 4th. The capacity
crowd of 1500 Hungarian and American guests met over drinks and dinner
to hear remarks from among others Ambassador April Foley and Defense
Minister Imre Szekeres, and participate in a mock U.S. presidential election,
charity raffle and an election quiz show. Throughout the festive evening, the
guests enjoyed music by the Hungarian Military Air Force Band. More»

Ambassador Foley Commemorates Cardinal Mindszenty

On November 4, Ambassador April Foley received the representatives of the
Mindszenty Foundation, the Mindszenty Society, the Alliance of Christian Intellectuals,
and the Barankovics Istvan Foundation who came to lay their wreaths at the memorial
plaque of Cardinal J6zsef Mindszenty placed on the fagade of the Chancery. Following
the memorlal ceremony, the Ambassador invited the commemorators to visit the rooms in the
Embassy where the Cardinal used to live and work. More»
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Ambassador Foley Stresses Women’s Empowerment to Pécs Youth

On October 30, Ambassador Foley spoke at a Procter & Gamble-organized conference
at Pécs University focusing on women’s empowerment issues. In her remarks to the
students, the Ambassador emphasized the importance of ensuring equal treatment
and opportunities for women in the workforce. More»

Reaching Hungary’s Youth and Security Experts on U.S. Foreign Policy in the
Aftermath of the Presidential Election

Ambassador Foley took the opportunity to travel to the southern Hungarian city of Pécs
to speak to an overflow audience of university students and security experts to detail
how the U.S. will continue to cooperate with Europe and support strong bilateral
relations with Hungary in the post-election era. The Ambassador’s October 30 address
was part of Pécs University’s Department of International Relations “Security and Service” conference.

Ambassador’s Climate Change Outreach: Treeplanting in Drégelypaldnk

On November 3, Ambassador Foley planted 14 trees and 30 shrubs with the local
community in Drégelypalank, as part of her Climate Change Outreach. The planting site
was a grassy overlook from which birdwatchers can view the wildlife in the adjacent
wetland of international significance. The new trees and shrubs will enhance the beauty
of the site, shade the birdwatchers, and also provide cover for their activities to reduce
the disturbance to the local wildlife they are viewing. Morep

In the News. .. from Washington

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION
The peaceful transfer of power from one Presidential Administration to
the next is a hallmark of American democracy.

FOLLOW THE TRANSITION/FORMING THE NEXT GOVERNMENT ON
AMERICA.GOV

New Publications

Barack Obama: 44th President of the United States, a

Barack Obama | PUDlication in color with extensive graphics about the first African @
pddilibed el American elected president of the United States

eJournal USA: Celebrating 60 Years of Human Rights:

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948—2008.

This issue explores the document’s origins, sites it within

humanity’s common intellectual heritage, and explains how it has

bettered the lives of individuals in every corner of the globe.

IRC Newsletters:

4 Defense Issues, NATO, Response to Terrorism
Economic Issuesh
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